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Chinese Syntax from a Cross-linguistic Perspective: A Case Study

on the Relation between “Ba”-construction and Antipassive

Zhang Bojiang
Institute o f Linguistics  Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732

Abstract Contrary to Ye & Pan’s (2012b) view of “ba” (3&)-construction as being parallel to
antipassive in ergative language, the article holds that the structure in question is first of all not neces-
sarily a syntactic operation on object and that the object of “ba” does not have to be the result of syn-
tactic demotion as could be seen from either the perspective of syntactic constituents or argument
roles. In addition, “ba”-construction is also a highly transitive clause-type in terms of the partici-
pants, the affectedness of O and the definiteness of O. Based on Lii (1987), further evidence has been
presented to demonstrate that Chinese is not an ergative language. And after the discussion of the dis-
course motivation of accusativity and ergativity, the properties of passive and antipassive are further
revealed, all of which have nothing in common with “ba”- construction. In summary, “ba”-construc-
tion is indeed in tune with the general features of Chinese grammar system.

Keywords “ba”-construction; antipassive; discourse motivation of ergativity
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