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Is There Definite Article in Chinese? —an Explanation of the Meaning of
Demonstrative-classifier Phrase

Abstract: The paper explains why Chinese demonstrative-classifier phrase does
not refer to the only entity in the discourse. It is argued that the phrase carries
kind-identifiable reference, which falls under the conceptual domain of uttering. On
one hand, the mismatch of the physical reference and the actual verbal
kind-identifiable reference leads to the definiteness in the discourse. On the other, the
discourse requirement of definite article bridges the fact that there is no fully
grammaticalized article in Chinese by the usage of zhe+classifier phrase so as to
overcome the contradiction of truth semantics.
Key words: demonstrative-classifier phrase, kind-identifiable reference, utterance
domain, definite article, definiteness in the utterance
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