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Predicate Adjectives in Modern Chinese
Zhang Bojiang

Abstract In different languages the adjectives tends to behave as either substantive or
verb and in the former case when it serves as predicate the adjective usually needs a copula as
a syntactic marker. This paper points out emphatically that at the sentential level syntactic mark—
ers are required when the adjective behaves as predicate. It is argued in Part 1 of this paper that
the predicate adjective is usually accompanied by the degree adverb hén( ) or bu( ) which
functions as copula. In Part 2 the author suggests that the so-called ‘complex adjective’ is not
an individual ‘part-of-speech’ per se but a unique kind of morpho-syntactic derivation from ad-
jective. And it is observed in Part 3 qualitative adjectives used as predicate without a copula can
only occur in embedded structures.

Key words adjectives copula complex adjectives sentential level
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