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The discourse function of the sentence with an
indefinite NP subject

Liu Anchun Zhang Bojiang

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
Abstract

It is realized that there are three sentence patterns representing a new information in
Chinese discourse: the presentative sentence with an indefinite NP object, the sentence with
an indefinite NP subject, and the sentence with a subject marked by "YOU"(to have). This
paper focus on the dissimilarities of those three patterns functionally, and found that, the
presentative sentence is a spatial-oriented expression, and the sentence with a indefinite
NP subject is a temporal-oriented one, while the sentence with "YOU" -marked subject is
slightly relevant to both spatial and temporal situations. A sentence with an indefinite NP
subject always indicates episode boundaries and works in episode switch in a narrative
discourse. '

Keywords

presentative sentence, indefinite NP subject, "YOU"-marked subject, spatial condition,
temporal condition, episode switch



